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MBL journalism participants Anton Caputo (L), an environmental reporter for the San Antonio
Express-News and Jim Metzner, executive producer of NPR’s Pulse of the Planet, flter groundwater
they collected at Lagoon Pond, on Martha’s Vineyard, MA. Photo: Christopher Neill
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and the lab, so the journalists can do a
EHIHU IRE RI FRQYH\LQJ WKLV LQIRUPDILRQ
IR IKH SXEILF
3
BURDBERHEOG MV GHVLIQHG IR (HW UHSRUIHUV VHH

VFLHQFH IKURXJK D VFHQILVIV H\HV
said Christopher Neill, associate scien-
VIl DI O%/ DQG SULQFLSDO LQYHVILIDIRU RQ
IKH 1.6) IXQGHG SURIHFI

0%/ Z. IDNH PLG FDUHHU VFL-
HQFH IRXUQDILVIV IR 7RRIN HDFK RI WKH
QH[I IKUHH VXPPHWV 7KUHH RU IRXU
RI WKRVH IRXUQDIVIV Zl0 DIVR HUDYHO IR
$QIDUFILFDV  3DIPHU  6IDILRQ  GXU.QJ
IKH IRURZLQJ aQIDUFILF VXPPHU IR GR
VLPLDU ZRUN IKHUH ,Q SUHYLRXV \HDUV
IKH IRXUQDILVIV PHI DI O%AV = RRGV
+R(H ODVV KHDGTXDUIHUV ZKHUH WKHL
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Left: MBL journalism participants in 2006
analyze feld data to understand how changing
land use and runoff of dissolved nutrients
infuence the chemistry and biology of coastal
waters. Journalists interpret data they collect
and prepare power point presentations on their
fndings. Photo: Christopher Neill

¢(HIGZRUN DQG (DE IUDLQLQJ IRFXVHG RQ
FRDWVID) SROOXILRQ LQ &DSH &RG  6RPH
RIWKH IRXUQDIVIV IKHQ IUDYHIHG IR 7RRIIN
to spend time with scientists in a more
LQIRUPDI VHILQJ

6IIDUILQJ IIKLY \HDU DV SDUI RI IKH ,Q-
IHUQDWLRQD( 3RIDU <HDU D RI WKH IRXUQD-
ist's time will be spent in the polar re-
JIRQV ZIUIK D IRFXV RQ FILPDIH FKDQJH
The two-week arctic curriculum will be
GLYLGHG LQIR WZR SDUIV 7KH ¢ UVIl ZHHN ZLW
FRQVLVI RI WKH 3RIDU +DQGV 2Q /DERUD-
IRU\ -RXUQDIVIV ZL0 ZRUN ZLIK 3,V IIRP
IKH $UFILF /RQJ 7HUP (FRIRJLFD! 5H-
VHDUFK /7 (5 SURJUDP IR (HDUQ DERXI
NH\ TXHVILRQV DQG UHVHDUFK PHIKRGV LQ
arFilF VFLHQFH 7KH\ ZL IRFXV RQ RQ
JRIQJ LQIHUGLVFLSILQDU\ UHVHDUFK RQ SR-
(DU HQYWRQPHQID) FKDQJH

The journalists will be divided into
JURXSV RI IZR DQG PDIFKHG ZLlIK D 3,

MBL continued on page 2
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VR WKH\ FDQ GR D GD\ RI ¢{HIG ZRUN FR0-
(HFILQJ VDPSIHV DQG EULQJLQJ IKHP EDFN
iR IKH (IDE IR SURFHVV 7KH ¢YH DUHDV RI
UHVHDUFK IKH\{l0 IRFXV RQ DUH 1IKH HIIHFIV
Rl \HPSHUDIXUH DQG PRIVIXUH FKDQJH
RQ WXQGUD YHJHIDILRQ DQG VR FDUERQ
EDIDQFH IIKH URIH RI LQFUHDVHG VKUXE
FRYHU RQ WXQGUD HQHUJ\ EDIDQFH DQG
IHHGEDFNV IR FILPDIH WKH H[WHQW RI IKH
GLVDSSHDUDQFH RI SHUPDIURVIF DQG LIV
FRQVHTXHQFHV RQ QXIUHQI F\FIHV DQG
YHJHIDILRQ KRZ FKDQJLQJ IKDZ GHSIKV
DQG YHJHIDILRQ [QAXHQFH IKH PRYHPHQI
RI ZDIHU DQG QXIULHQIV IURP WXQGUD IR
IUHVK ZDIHUV DQG KRZ FKDQJHV LQ QXIuL-
HQI GHILYHUN IR ULYHUV ZL00 DIHFIIKH VIUXF-
IIXUH DQG IXQFILRQ RI ULYHU HFRV\VIHPV

The journalists will compile their
GDID DQDI\]TH U IRU INHQGY DQG IKHQ LQ-
IHUSUHIl IKH VLJQL¢ FDQFH RI WKHL ¢QGLQJIV
LQ IKH FRQIH[W RI 0DUJH VFDH aUFILF HQYL-
URQPHQID) FKDQJH  7KH\fi) SUHVHQI IKHL
¢QCGLQJV IR WKHW SHHUV DQG WKH (DUJHU
7RRIN FRPPXQUN\ 1Q D IRUIPDI VAPSR-
VIXP

" XULQJ IKH VHFRQG ZHHN IKH IRXUQD0-
VIV ZL00 EH PDIFKHG ZUIK /7 (5 VFHQILVIV
EDVHG RQ WKHLU SDUILFXIDU DUHD RI LQWHU-
HVI IR VKDGRZ LQ IKH ¢HIG DQG IDE O%/
VSRQVRUHG IRXUQDILVIV ZKR JR IR $QIDUF-
tica will work side-by-side with scientists
IURP IKH 3DIPHU 6IDILRQ /7 (5

7KH IRXUQDILVIV JDIQ DQ DSSUHFLDILRQ
IRU KRZ IHGIRXV PXFK RI WKH VFLHQIL:F
SURFHVV LV 1HL0 VDLG )RUH[DPSIH IIKH\
(HDUQ DERXI SUHSSLQJ VDPSIHV DQG GR-
[QJ ZHI'IR GU\ ZHLIKI FRQYHWLRQV ZKUWH
KDYLQJ ¥R PDNH IXGJPHQI FDIV HYHU\
VIHS RI WKH ZD\ RQ KRZ IR DQDI\]H DQG
LQIHUSUHW IKH GDID

For their part, the scientists learn
IKD IRXUQDILVIV: RINHQ KDYH (LiH IRUPDO
VFLHQIL: F IUDLQLQJ 1HLW VDLG $QG WKH VFL-
entists start to appreciate the journalists’
need to make research understandable
DQG HQJIDJLQJ HQRXJIK IR DWUDFI UHDGHUWV
YIHZHUWV RU (VIHQHUV VRPHIKLQJ ZKLFK
VFLHQILVIV FDQ EULVIH D LI IKH\ WKLQN WKHLU
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ZRUN LV EHLQJ RYHULPSIL¢ HG

30XV HYHU\RQH JHIV SKRQH QXPEHUV
IR FDW ZKHQ WKH QH[W ELJ VIRU\ EUHDNV
3DVIi SDUILFLSDQIV KDYH JRQH RQ IR GR
VIRUHV RQ aUFiLF VFIHQFH IRU National
Public Radio, Science DQG RIKHUV

3 = H KRSH WKDIl f{KH\ FDQ FDU\ VRPH
Rl RXU PHVVDJH IR WKH JHQHUD) SXEILF
DQG PDNH SHRSIH DZDUH RI ZKDV ZH DUH
¢QGLQJ "~ VDG %UXFH 3HIHUVRQ VHQLRU
VFLHQILVY DI O%/ DQG WKH $UFILF /7 (BV
FRRUGLQDWRU IRU VIUHDP UHVHDUFK ZKR
KDV ZRUNHG ZLIK IRXUQDIVIIV DIl 7RRIN IRU
PDQ\ \HDWV

Peterson said he talks to journalists
DERXI 7RRINfV QDIXUDI KIVIRU\ WKH /7 (5
research there, and what they’'ve seen
KDSSHQLQJ IR WKH ZKR0H aUFiLF HFRV\V-
IHP DV IIKH UHVXl Rl FILPDIH FKDQJH )RU
example, he tells journalists about his
team’s research that has shown that a
VPD DPRXQI Rl DGGLILRQDI QXIULHQIV FDQ
FDXVH IKH ULYHU IR JR IURP EDUH URFNV R
FRPSIHIHI\ PRVV FRYHUHG 22U KRZ IKH
open-water season in the area’s rivers
LV VIDUILQJ HDUILHU LQ IKH VSULQJ DQG HQG-
LQJ 0DWHU LQ WKH 1DW

7KHIRXUQDOLVIV DUH JHQHUDWN\ DPD]HG
DIl IKH H[IHQIl RI \KH FKDQJHV KH VDLG

37KH\ JHI ZLGH H\HG DQG VD\ LV lIKLV
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Our thanks to those who provide
news updates, photos, story ideas,
and encouragement. Send feedback/
suggestions to: kip@polar eld.com
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