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and the lab, so the journalists can do a 
EHWWHU�MRE�RI�FRQYH\LQJ�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
WR�WKH�SXEOLF�

³,W¶V� GHVLJQHG� WR� OHW� UHSRUWHUV� VHH�
VFLHQFH� WKURXJK� D� VFLHQWLVW¶V� H\HV�́ �
said Christopher Neill, associate scien-
WLVW�DW�0%/�DQG�SULQFLSDO�LQYHVWLJDWRU�RQ�
WKH�16)�IXQGHG�SURMHFW�

0%/� ZLOO� WDNH� ��� PLG�FDUHHU� VFL-
HQFH� MRXUQDOLVWV� WR� 7RROLN� HDFK� RI� WKH�
QH[W� WKUHH� VXPPHUV�� 7KUHH� RU� IRXU�
RI� WKRVH� MRXUQDOLVWV� ZLOO� DOVR� WUDYHO� WR�
$QWDUFWLFD¶V� 3DOPHU� 6WDWLRQ� GXULQJ�
WKH� IROORZLQJ�aQWDUFWLF� VXPPHU� WR� GR�
VLPLODU� ZRUN� WKHUH�� ,Q� SUHYLRXV� \HDUV��
WKH� MRXUQDOLVWV� PHW� DW� 0%/¶V� :RRGV�
+ROH��0DVV���KHDGTXDUWHUV��ZKHUH�WKHLU�

¿HOGZRUN� DQG� ODE� WUDLQLQJ� IRFXVHG� RQ�
FRDVWDO�SROOXWLRQ� LQ�&DSH�&RG�� �6RPH�
RI�WKH�MRXUQDOLVWV�WKHQ�WUDYHOHG�WR�7RROLN�
to spend time with scientists in a more 
LQIRUPDO�VHWWLQJ�

6WDUWLQJ�WKLV�\HDU��DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�,Q-
WHUQDWLRQDO�3RODU�<HDU��DOO�RI�WKH�MRXUQDO-
ist’s time will be spent in the polar re-
JLRQV��ZLWK�D�IRFXV�RQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��
The two-week arctic curriculum will be 
GLYLGHG�LQWR�WZR�SDUWV��7KH�¿UVW�ZHHN�ZLOO�
FRQVLVW�RI�WKH�3RODU�+DQGV�2Q�/DERUD-
WRU\��-RXUQDOLVWV�ZLOO�ZRUN�ZLWK�3,V�IURP�
WKH� $UFWLF� /RQJ� 7HUP� (FRORJLFDO� 5H-
VHDUFK��/7(5��SURJUDP�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�
NH\�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�UHVHDUFK�PHWKRGV�LQ�
arFWLF� VFLHQFH��7KH\�ZLOO� IRFXV�RQ�RQ�
JRLQJ��LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�UHVHDUFK�RQ�SR-
ODU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FKDQJH�

The journalists will be divided into 
JURXSV� RI� WZR� DQG� PDWFKHG� ZLWK� D� 3,�
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Left:  MBL journalism participants in 2006 
analyze field data to understand how changing 
land use and runoff of dissolved nutrients 
influence the chemistry and biology of coastal 
waters. Journalists interpret data they collect 
and prepare power point presentations on their 
findings. Photo: Christopher Neill

MBL journalism participants Anton Caputo (L), an environmental reporter for the San Antonio 
Express-News and Jim Metzner, executive producer of NPR’s Pulse of the Planet, filter groundwater 
they collected at Lagoon Pond, on Martha’s Vineyard, MA. Photo: Christopher Neill

http://www.mbl.edu/sjp
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VR�WKH\�FDQ�GR�D�GD\�RI�¿HOG�ZRUN��FRO-
OHFWLQJ�VDPSOHV�DQG�EULQJLQJ�WKHP�EDFN�
WR�WKH�ODE�WR�SURFHVV��7KH�¿YH�DUHDV�RI�
UHVHDUFK�WKH\¶OO�IRFXV�RQ�DUH��WKH�HIIHFWV�
RI� WHPSHUDWXUH� DQG� PRLVWXUH� FKDQJH�
RQ� WXQGUD� YHJHWDWLRQ� DQG� VRLO� FDUERQ�
EDODQFH�� WKH� UROH� RI� LQFUHDVHG� VKUXE�
FRYHU� RQ� WXQGUD� HQHUJ\� EDODQFH� DQG�
IHHGEDFNV� WR� FOLPDWH�� WKH� H[WHQW� RI� WKH�
GLVDSSHDUDQFH� RI� SHUPDIURVW� DQG� LWV�
FRQVHTXHQFHV� RQ� QXWULHQW� F\FOHV� DQG�
YHJHWDWLRQ�� KRZ� FKDQJLQJ� WKDZ� GHSWKV�
DQG�YHJHWDWLRQ�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
RI� ZDWHU� DQG� QXWULHQWV� IURP� WXQGUD� WR�
IUHVK�ZDWHUV��DQG�KRZ�FKDQJHV�LQ�QXWUL-
HQW�GHOLYHU\�WR�ULYHUV�ZLOO�DIIHFW�WKH�VWUXF-
WXUH�DQG�IXQFWLRQ�RI�ULYHU�HFRV\VWHPV�

The journalists will compile their 
GDWD��DQDO\]H�LW�IRU�WUHQGV��DQG�WKHQ�LQ-
WHUSUHW�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKHLU�¿QGLQJV�
LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�ODUJH�VFDOH�aUFWLF�HQYL-
URQPHQWDO�FKDQJH��7KH\¶OO�SUHVHQW�WKHLU�
¿QGLQJV� WR� WKHLU� SHHUV� DQG� WKH� ODUJHU�
7RROLN� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� D� IRUPDO� V\PSR-
VLXP��

'XULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�ZHHN��WKH�MRXUQDO-
LVWV�ZLOO�EH�PDWFKHG�ZLWK�/7(5�VFLHQWLVWV�
EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU� SDUWLFXODU� DUHD� RI� LQWHU-
HVW�WR�VKDGRZ�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�ODE��0%/�
VSRQVRUHG�MRXUQDOLVWV�ZKR�JR�WR�$QWDUF-
tica will work side-by-side with scientists 
IURP�WKH�3DOPHU�6WDWLRQ�/7(5�

7KH�MRXUQDOLVWV�JDLQ�DQ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�
IRU� KRZ� WHGLRXV� PXFK� RI� WKH� VFLHQWL¿F�
SURFHVV�LV��1HLOO�VDLG��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH\�
OHDUQ� DERXW� SUHSSLQJ� VDPSOHV� DQG� GR-
LQJ�ZHW�WR�GU\�ZHLJKW�FRQYHUVLRQV��ZKLOH�
KDYLQJ� WR� PDNH� MXGJPHQW� FDOOV� HYHU\�
VWHS�RI�WKH�ZD\�RQ�KRZ�WR�DQDO\]H�DQG�
LQWHUSUHW�WKH�GDWD�

For their part, the scientists learn 
WKDW� MRXUQDOLVWV� RIWHQ� KDYH� OLWWOH� IRUPDO�
VFLHQWL¿F�WUDLQLQJ��1HLOO�VDLG��$QG�WKH�VFL-
entists start to appreciate the journalists’ 
need to make research understandable 
DQG�HQJDJLQJ�HQRXJK�WR�DWWUDFW�UHDGHUV��
YLHZHUV� RU� OLVWHQHUV�� VRPHWKLQJ� ZKLFK�
VFLHQWLVWV�FDQ�EULVWOH�DW�LI�WKH\�WKLQN�WKHLU�

ZRUN�LV�EHLQJ�RYHUVLPSOL¿HG��
3OXV��HYHU\RQH�JHWV�SKRQH�QXPEHUV�

WR�FDOO�ZKHQ� WKH�QH[W�ELJ�VWRU\�EUHDNV��
3DVW� SDUWLFLSDQWV� KDYH� JRQH� RQ� WR� GR�
VWRULHV� RQ�aUFWLF� VFLHQFH� IRU� National 
Public Radio, Science��DQG�RWKHUV�

³:H�KRSH�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�FDUU\�VRPH�
RI� RXU� PHVVDJH� WR� WKH� JHQHUDO� SXEOLF�
DQG�PDNH�SHRSOH�DZDUH�RI�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�
¿QGLQJ�́ � VDLG� %UXFH� 3HWHUVRQ�� VHQLRU�
VFLHQWLVW�DW�0%/�DQG� WKH�$UFWLF�/7(5¶V�
FRRUGLQDWRU� IRU� VWUHDP� UHVHDUFK�� ZKR�
KDV�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�MRXUQDOLVWV�DW�7RROLN�IRU�
PDQ\�\HDUV��

Peterson said he talks to journalists 
DERXW�7RROLN¶V�QDWXUDO�KLVWRU\��WKH�/7(5�
research there, and what they’ve seen 
KDSSHQLQJ� WR� WKH� ZKROH�aUFWLF� HFRV\V-
WHP�DV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��)RU�
example, he tells journalists about his 
team’s research that has shown that a 
VPDOO�DPRXQW�RI�DGGLWLRQDO�QXWULHQWV�FDQ�
FDXVH�WKH�ULYHU�WR�JR�IURP�EDUH�URFNV�WR�
FRPSOHWHO\� PRVV� FRYHUHG�� 2U� KRZ� WKH�
open-water season in the area’s rivers 
LV�VWDUWLQJ�HDUOLHU�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�HQG-
LQJ�ODWHU�LQ�WKH�IDOO�

7KH�MRXUQDOLVWV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�DPD]HG�
DW�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�FKDQJHV��KH�VDLG��

³7KH\�JHW�ZLGH�H\HG�DQG�VD\��µLV�WKLV�
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